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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 1424 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, BDIS, PE, EC 

SUBJECT: TUNA MOVING NORTH AND WEST OFF ECUADOR 
REFS: LIMA 774 AND 873 

1. WELL-INFORMED LOCAL TUNA SOURCE MENTIONED REFTELS NOW 
TELLS US THAT AS OF FEBRUARY 19 THE PRINCIPAL FOREIGN 
SEINERS FISHING IN ECAUDORE AN-CLAIMED WATERS HAVE MOVED 
TO NORTHERN ECUADOR AND ARE ALSO MOVING WEST TOWARD THE 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, AWAY FROM PERU. HE SAID THAT THREE 
LOCAL PERUVIAN VESSELS WITH ECUADOREAN LICENSES ARE NOW 
FISHING IN ECUADOREAN WATERS AND THAT THERE IS VERY 
LITTLE TUNA FISHING (BY LOCAL BOATS) IN PERUVIAN-CLAIMED 
WATERS. HE COMMENTED THAT THIS MOVEMENT AWAY FROM PERU 
IS A VERY GOOD INDICATION FOR THE MOMENT. ALTHOUGH OF 
COURSE IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE FOR THE TUNA TO CHANGE 
DIRECTION ANY TIME BEFORE THE ESTIMATED END OF THE 

TUNA SEASON, IN APPROXIMATELY MID-MARCH. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, HE SPECULATED THAT 
SHOULD PERU SEIZE U.S. VESSELS, IT WOULD BE VERY 
UNLIKELY THAT THE GOP WOULD DECIDE TO FOLLOW THE 
ECUADORIAN EXAMPLE AND CONFISCATE THE FISH. HE SAID 
THAT THE PERUVIANS ARE AWARE THAT THE GOE HAS 
ENCOUNTERED SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES, BOTH IN FINDING 
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CATED STOCKS, AND FOR THESE REASONS HE DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THEY WOULD FOLLOW THE SAME POLICY. 
DEAN 
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